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Rockfox Crashbars for R1200GS
By Bill Wiegand #180584

now i trulY love MY r1200gS ral-
lye, but with my 20–20 hindsight, I’m think-
ing I should have gotten the Adventure 
model, as it comes equipped with many of 
the upgrades I’ve added to my bike. Cus-
tomizing our bikes is a huge part of the 
experience so, perhaps my slightly less fin-
ished canvas of the standard GS gives me 
more opportu-
nity to truly make 
the bike my own 
and unlike the 
other Rallyes out 
there.

My first pur-
chase for the bike 
was a pair of 
Wunderlich head 
guards. I thought, 
and still do, that 
they look great 
and complement 
the lines and 
color of the Ral-
lye’s engine very 
well while offer-
ing basic head 
protection. Like 
for most BMW 
riders, my farkle-
ing is a disease 
difficult to get under control; as my fever 
was raging, I started searching for crash 
bars to make my Rallye GS different from 
all of the other Rallye GSs out there. My 
requirements were simple. I wanted a pair 
of crash bars offering both lower and upper 
protection. I wanted black and I wanted an 
OEM look. I found a lot of great options 
from the usual suspects, but I couldn’t pull 
the trigger.

Then I stumbled upon Rockfox Adven-
ture Systems, a South African company cre-
ated in 2006 by the father and son team of 
Adie and Mike Adendorff. Both GS-riding 

adventurers, the Adendorff ’s do all of their 
own design and testing. Based on the 
images I saw on their website, I believed I 
had found what I was looking for. After 
emailing Mike, I was told that Rockfox 
products are available in the U.S. through 
ADVMotorrad, an online retailer based in 
Webster, NY. A couple of emails later with 

owner Jason Smith and a set was soon on its 
way.

Several days later a large box appeared 
holding the well-packed components of the 
crash bar system and all necessary mount-
ing hardware. The bars are made with 
25mm diameter mild steel tubing and are 
TIG welded for maximum strength. They 
are designed to absorb and channel forces 
to specific crumple zones and bend points 
to protect the engine in the case of a fall and 
do not reduce the lean angle or ground 
clearance of the bike. They’re sandblasted 
before being painted in either black or silver 

and have been tapped near the beak to pro-
vide a mounting point for auxiliary light-
ing. The supplied installation instructions 
were easily understood and well illustrated. 
I spent less than an hour for the full install 
and all I needed were three hex wrenches 
and a 10mm socket.

Overall, I’m truly happy with these 
Rockfox crash bars 
and think they give 
my civil Rallye GS 
a bolder, tougher 
and almost “hooli-
gan-like” appear-
ance. The fit and 
finish of the crash 
bars are superb and 
I think the black 
color looks great 
with the Rallye’s 
color scheme.  
A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
because the crash 
bars are sold as a 
“system,” the upper 
and lower bars are 
connected to each 
other similarly to 
the way the OEM 
crash bars of the 
GSA are joined and 

feature the look of a clean, single unit with-
out using unattractive fasteners to connect 
them. Once mounted and with all bolts 
tightened, they feel rock solid and the com-
ments I’ve received have been positive.

To date and after about 3,000 miles, I’ve 
not, nor do I plan to, test their durability in 
a fall. But should that ever happen, I believe 
they’ll offer a level of protection equal to 
any other crash bars on the market.

Rockfox crash bars for the R1200GS sell 
for $449.99 and are available in the United 
States through advmotorrad.com. 
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